
    
 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRIKE COMMITTEE ACTING AS THE TOWN OF 

SOUTHINGTON’S LONG-TERM RECOVERY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of Special Meeting 

September 3, 2020 

 

 

The Economic Development Strike Committee Acting as the Town of Southington’s Long-Term Recovery 

Committee held a special meeting on September 3, 2020, via WebEx Teleconference.  Chairman Michael 

DelSanto called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  

 

The following participated: 

 

Chairman Michael DelSanto, Vice Chair Michael Riccio, Town Manager Mark Sciota, Director of Planning and 

Community Development Robert Phillips, Economic Development Director Louis Perillo, and Ex-Officio 

Members Director of Health Shane Lockwood, and Southington Chamber of Commerce Barbara Coleman-

Hekeler. 

 

Absent:  Town Council Person Christopher Palmieri, Commissioner Robert Hammersley, and Board of Finance 

Tony Morrison, 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael DelSanto at 3:00 p.m.  

 

2.    Roll Call  

 

3.      Review and Approve the Minutes of the July 9, 2020 Special Meeting 

 

A motion was made by Town Manager Sciota, and seconded by M. Riccio, to approve the minutes of the July 9, 

2020 Special Meeting as presented.  The Motion passed on a voice vote.   

 

4.      Outdoor Dining Discussion   

 

Town Manager Sciota received a request from Cheryl Moran and Barry DePaolo requesting help for the 

downtown area, especially the restaurants.  The concern was that with the snow and cold coming there would be 

issues with sidewalk dining and the closure of the lower part of Center Street.  Town Manager asked Annette 

Turnquist, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer, to speak on the matter.  A. Turnquist stated that usually 

the snow contractors start about November 1st, but they could be pushed off until November 15th.  If the 

businesses would be willing to protect their chairs and tables, the Town could wait until it snows.  Also A. 

Turnquist stated the barriers on lower Center Street could remain as long as it doesn’t snow.   

 

Chairman DelSanto asked to hear from the public.  M. Riccio stated he would like to do whatever can be done 

to assist the businesses.  The Town could go week by week.  Barbara Coleman-Hekeler stated she agreed, that 

we need to help the businesses out.  Town Manager Sciota stated if we go past the October 31st deadline, could 

the businesses be responsible for their equipment?  Town Manager Sciota also stated that it could be possible 

that the barriers not be taken down until the weather turns.  A. Turnquist said that the Town could be flexible, 

but that once the barriers come down, they would need to be down for the rest of the season.   

 

 



Cheryl Moran stated she was confused.  The Town sidewalk dining regulation states the outdoor dining must 

close on October 31st, but the Planning and Zoning Commission okayed temporary outdoor dining until the end 

of December.  And what about the outdoor dining for restaurants such as The New Mill and Wood N Tap?  

They are all on private property.  Town Manager Sciota stated as long as a business acknowledged that they 

would be responsible for damage the Town might do for snow plowing, outdoor dining could possibly be 

extended past the end of October, that this Board has the jurisdiction to change the outdoor dining timeline.  He 

also stated that lower Center Street was more of an issue.  Cheryl Moran stated she was looking for the same 

courtesy as what Planning and Zoning stated.   

 

Chairman DelSanto ended the public discussion. 

 

5. Beaton & Corbin Update 

 

L. Perillo stated that clean up at Beaton & Corbin has begun.  The tanks both below ground and above ground 

have been pulled, the boiler and the buildings have been raised, and the bricks are being tested.  The clean 

material will be used as fill.  We will reach a point where there will be no activity and we have to wait for a 

foreclosure date.  Town Manager Sciota said this was no small feat, that hundreds of hours have been spent on 

what will be the gateway into Town.  He believes this was quite an accomplishment. 

 

6. Greenway Commons Update 

 

L. Perillo stated the auction for Greenway Commons did not result in a sale.  The Town has been told there is 

one potential bidder who has issued a Letter of Intent but that the bidder is still doing its due diligence.  The 

Town has alerted local bidders as to the status and it is hoped that there is some interest as this allows more time  

for bidders who might be interested. 

 

7. Public Comments 

 

Chairman DelSanto asked if there were any public comments. 

 

Cheryl Moran stated she knew that John Pucci was also concerned about the outdoor dining concerns for Center 

Street.  She knew he was trying to call in.  Chairman DelSanto stated he knew the businesses were really good 

at taking their equipment in at night, that the sidewalks were clear on both upper and lower Center Street.  

Barbara Coleman-Hekeler stated she knew the Connecticut Legislature was going to be in session the next day 

with respect the Executive Powers for the Governor.  She suggested that people contact their legislators to 

express their opinions.  Some of the businesses were on the verge of closure.  B. Coleman-Hekeler was asking 

people to ask the Legislature to request the Governor use his powers week by week rather than until February.   

 

8. Any Other Business   

 

Town Manager Sciota stated the Committee needed to address the concerns for Center Street outdoor dining.  L. 

Perillo stated he needed to abstain from any vote.  Town Manager Sciota made a motion to continue all the 

sidewalk dining on all of Center Street until January 1st as long as the property owners acknowledged they 

would be responsible for any damage to their property.  Vice Chair Riccio seconded the motion.  With one 

abstention, all voted in favor of the motion by a voice vote.   

 

Town Manager asked about lower Center Street.  A. Turnquist stated the Town would not remove the barriers 

until the first plowable snow event.  Chairman DelSanto asked if everyone was in agreement with this proposal, 

that the barriers would remain until the first plowable snow.  L. Perillo stated he needed to abstain from this 

vote.  All voted in favor of the motion by a voice vote with one abstention.   

 



Town Manager Sciota asked S. Lockwood what thoughts he had on the Governor moving forward.  S. 

Lockwood stated that schools were starting and he believed there would be a re-evaluation in a few weeks. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Vice Chair Riccio, seconded by Town Manager Sciota, and unanimously carried to 

adjourn the meeting.   The meeting was adjourned at 3:37 p.m.  

 

 

 


